Use of interleukin-2 and macrophages to treat herpes simplex virus infection in neonatal mice.
We have developed a model of therapy for herpes simplex virus (HSV) infection in neonatal mice. Using a lower dose of virus (10(2) plaque-forming units administered intraperitoneally), we have been able to treat infected mice with syngeneic or allogeneic adult mouse macrophages in combination with three doses of human recombinant interleukin-2. Therapy resulted in a 42%-85% survival rate. Although production of antibody to HSV was associated with successful treatment, early administration of antibody did not improve survival.